
 

Alexis Anna, from Agnes Irwin School (PA), teaches the 
 kindergarten class at Francisco Javier School in Monte Cristi, 

the Dominican Republic, during Spring Break 2006 
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Dear Orphanage Outreach Donors and Volunteers,  
 
There’s a lot happening with Orphanage Outreach!  
 
The Esperanza boys have been moved to Monte 
Cristi, where they will receive better care and atten-
tion than they received in Esperanza.  A second floor 
has been built on the Monte Cristi casita to provide 
an area for a library, homework area, and computer 
lab.  
 
The volunteer program is growing, with 50% more 
alternative spring break volunteers in 2006 vs 2005.  
And all at one location! Fourteen additional toilets 
and fourteen more showers have been added to han-
dle the increased demand!  
 
We’ve embraced our mission of impacting the com-
munity of Monte Cristi, with Orphanage Outreach 
volunteers teaching in 60 classrooms this spring. And 
we’re preparing to invite all Monte Cristi 5th graders 
to participate in English classes beginning in Septem-
ber. The classes will be free, with the requirement 
that each student volunteer at a monthly community 
service day.  
 
More churches are joining our summer program, with 
600 children attending vacation bible school in 2005.  
 
Five former orphanage children are now attending the 
university in Santiago.  It’s extremely rewarding to 
see girls who used to have to share a broken doll, 
now receive a quality university education.  
 
All of these things are possible because of you - Or-
phanage Outreach volunteers and donors.  Thank you 
for your past support, and I request your support in 
making even greater things possible in the future! 
 
Thank you for making a big difference in a small cor-
ner of the world.  
 
Sincerely,  

 
 
 
 

Tom Eklund 
Executive Director  



Esperanza Boys Moved to Monte Cristi 

     Orphanage Outreach has been work-
ing with the orphanage in Esperanza since 
1997.  Our goal has always been to provide 
the boys living at the orphanage a better 
home.  Orphanage Outreach volunteers and 
donors helped to improve many aspects of 
the orphanage, including the facilities, the 
educational opportunities, and the providing 
of basic necessities.   
     But Orphanage Outreach was not 
responsible for managing the day to day 
operations of the orphanage, or for provid-
ing the basic care at the orphanage. This 
was never done well by the Dominican 
management, and over time it became in-
creasingly obvious a major change had to 
occur.   
    Orphanage Outreach offered to take 
over the management of the orphanage; the 
offer was refused. We provided input and 
suggestions; it was often ignored. And we 
provided one of our team leaders to work 
full time with the orphanage staff and 
management; it did not make a difference. 
     Therefore, in 2005 we asked the 
Dominican child protective services organiza-
tion to thoroughly review the orphanage.  
They decided in December of 2005 that 
the best solution was to move the children 
out of the Esperanza orphanage.  
     The boys have been moved to the 
orphanage in Monte Cristi, where they are 
doing very well.  The Orphanage Outreach 
winter volunteers helped to prepare their 
living accommodations and to welcome them, 
and the spring volunteers have been spending 
a lot of time with them.   
     A second floor has been added to 
the casita, providing a new location for 
homework, library, and computer work.  
     It is great to see the boys living 
in a caring and attentive home.       

Spring Pictures—Monte Cristi 



“Alternative Winter Break 2006!” 
     Sixty six volunteers joined Orphanage Out-
reach in Monte Cristi between December 26 and 
January 14.  The teams completed a number of 
projects.  They prepared the orphanage to accept 
the boys from Esperanza--painting beds, painting 
the boy's room and bathroom, painting the dining 
room, preparing welcome packages, donating and 
sorting boys clothes, and cleaning the orphanage 
grounds.  Volunteers tutored Pablo, the oldest boy 
at the orphanage, to get prepared to take the 
SAT test. They taught English in the local school, 
and they helped to begin construction on new 
bathrooms being built at the orphanage.  
       

Paul and Tara from Plymouth State University  A Strong Canadian Contingent 

Volunteers at the orphanage the week of 1/7-14, 2006. The 
winter team consisted of groups from Mt. Pleasant Commu-
nity Church (MI), the College of William and Mary (VA), 
Plymouth State University (N.H.), St. Michael’s University 
School (B.C., Canada), and many individuals.  

The Team Marks off the New Bathroom  The Almost Completed Bathroom 



“Alternative Spring Break 2006!” 
   450 volunteers have joined or are joining 
Orphanage Outreach in the Dominican Republic 
for Alternative Spring Break 2006, between 
February 18 and April 15th. The program has 
grown by more than 50% from 2005. The 
largest Orphanage Outreach team ever, 170 vol-
unteers, worked in Monte Cristi March 4-11!  
    The primary focus of the alternative spring 
break teams is teaching English in the local 
schools. with ten schools, sixty classrooms, and 
fifteen hundred children are being served.  Eng-
lish is a highly sought after skill in the Domini-
can Republic, providing increased education and 
work opportunities.   
    College alternative spring break teams in-
clude Penn State University, the University of 
Virginia, North Carolina State University, the 
College of Charleston, Central Michigan Univer-
sity, Providence College, the University of West-
ern Ontario, Pepperdine University, Rice Univer-
sity, Western New England College, New England 
College, New Hampshire Community Technical 
College, Appalachian State University, Johnson Bi-
ble College, and Grove City College.  And a 
number of individual college volunteers joined the 
groups. 
     High school alternative spring break teams 
include Agnes Irwin School (PA), Episcopal High 
School (VA), Taft School (CT), Academy of the 
Sacred Heart (MI), Colorado Academy, Sts. Pe-
ter and Paul Catholic School (IL), Castilleja 
School (CA), and Elgin Academy (IL).  
     And North Country School from Lake 
Placid, NY, became the first middle school team 
to join us! 
    Orphanage Outreach thanks all the Alterna-
tive Spring Break volunteers, their schools, and 
their supporters!   

“This trip was unexplainable, beyond words. 
My life has been touched by every child here. 
I know that I’m a better person because of Or-
phanage Outreach.”  
Maddie Nichols, Agnes Irwin School, PA 



ASB 2006 Volunteer Comments 
 
“This is a wonderful program that stretches your 
boundaries while giving you a tangible 
experience within the context of Dominican 
culture. Those who want to be challenged and 
desire to see with new eyes—this program is for 
you!” 
Michael Adelman, Team Leader, NCSU 
 
“Participating on an Orphanage Outreach trip is 
an education beyond any education one may 
receive in a classroom.  The experience will 
remain with you for a lifetime.” 
Bryan Linck, Team Leader, Central Michigan U 
 
“Working with Orphanage Outreach was a great 
opportunity to make a difference in a very direct, 
hands-on way. I would recommend that anyone 
go on this trip and broaden their horizons.” 
Jessie Katz, University of Virginia 
 
“This trip was an amazing experience. I feel so 
fortunate that I was able to come to the D.R. and 
learn about the culture, the people, and their way 
of life. My life has been forever changed by these 
amazing people.” 
Danielle Conrad, Penn State University 
 
“It’s an indescribable experience. I’ve never felt 
so content with life and gotten so much happiness 
from those I don’t even know.” 
Josselyn Imhoff, College of Charleston 
 
“Orphanage Outreach changed my life. Not only 
was I given the chance to interact with, teach, and 
learn from the children of Monte Cristi, I was 
totally immersed in the local culture. Through 
hikes, trips into town, the food, and talks on the 
history and culture of the D.R., I truly gained a 
new insight into the world.” 
Betsy Rouleau, Providence College 
 
“Although it is certainly not an easy, relaxing 
vacation, volunteering  for Orphanage Outreach is 
an incredibly rewarding experience that really 
puts things into perspective.”  
Annabel Rose, Episcopal High School, VA 
 
 



“The Tent Project!” 
     With 170 volunteers arriving on March 4, the 
February 28 team from Pepperdine University, the 
University of Western Ontario, and North Country 
School built “The Tents” to temporarily house some 
of the volunteers. Gravel was spread, and bunk beds 
were painted. Larry Gibbons, faculty member at 
North Country School, led the effort.  
     The tent successfully housed members of the 
large March 4-11 group.  The tarps have now been 
removed, and the poles are being used as clothes lines 
to dry the many volunteer sheets, towels, and shirts.  

Larry Gibbons and Team Marked out the Poles 

The Beds were Moved and Painted The Tarps Were Raised 

Final Tarp Adjustment A Comfortable Home for a Week 



“Casita Second Floor” 
     Orphanage Outreach donors have financed the 
second floor of the “casita”. The original cement 
roof on the casita had been severely damaged by wa-
ter filtration.  So the old roof was removed, a new 
one added, and a second floor added.  The second 
floor will be used to provide the children a library, 
homework area, and computer lab area. It will also 
provide housing for the Orphanage Outreach Team 
Leader. The roof now provides a great look-out to 
see the ocean during the day, and the stars at night.  

The Cement Roof was Removed in January 

The Second Floor Roof being Poured The Roof Patio being Worked On 

The Almost Completed Second Floor Provided Temporary 
Sleeping Space During the Busy Spring Break Weeks  

You can see the Ocean from the Roof of the Casita 



“The Beach” 
     Orphanage Outreach volunteers 
brought the orphanage children to 
“Playa Popa” for a day of relaxation 
and fun.   



“Summer 2006 Volunteering” 
   Join us this summer in Monte Cristi in 
making a difference with the children at the 
orphanage and in the local community.  
   June 10-24 will be our “Touch the Future 
Program” for volunteers of all faiths. You’ll be 
conducting a learning camp for children from 
the orphanage and the community.  
    June 24-July 22 will be our “Christian 
Alternative Break Program”, consisting of a 
sports camp, community involvement week, Eng-
lish immersion camp, and Vacation Bible School.  
Christian individuals, families, and churches are 
invited to join us.  
    Each week during the summer is “Family 
Friendly” with discounted trip participant fees 
for children traveling with a parent.   
     



“Orphanage Outreach Teach Corps” 
   The mission of Orphanage Outreach is to provide 
opportunities to orphaned, abandoned, and disadvantaged 
children. One of our strategies is to provide English 
education to the children of Monte Cristi, with the 
goal that eventually all graduating seniors will be able 
to speak English. Knowing English will provide signifi-
cantly increased educational and career opportunities 
for the children of Monte Cristi.  
    In September 2006, Orphanage Outreach in-
terns will begin teaching English to all interested 
Monte Cristi 5th graders.  
    We have rented a house in the center of 
Monte Cristi to provide classrooms.  And we have a 
year’s worth of experience teaching the “Side by 
Side” program at Johnny’s English School, which will 
also be used to teach the 5th graders.  
    Financial donors are needed to help support the 
cost of this program, and long term (1-12 months) 
interns are needed as teachers.    

Current Orphanage Outreach Interns Stand on the Porch 
of the New Orphanage Outreach Teach Corps Learning 
Center. From left to right: Molly Gilbride, Pablo 

Guzman, Sara Benaway, Tasha Henry, Carmen Aybar, and 
Kathleen Littlejohn 

Orphanage Outreach Intern Andrea Tang Teaches 
English at Johnny’s English School in Monte Cristi 

A Sample Page from the Side by Side Program.  
The program is well documented and includes ex-
tensive teacher’s guides, making it easy for a non-
teacher to teach English.  



University Students Judi, Mercy, Wilman, Lisi, and Liri 

   Wilman, who grew up at the orphanage in Esperanza, was accepted to PUCMM, the top rated 
university in the Dominican Republic.  He began taking classes in January 2006, and plans to be-
come a physician.   Four of the girls who grew up at the orphanage in Monte Cristi since they 
were very small are also attending university in Santiago.  
   Lisi is studying advertising, Judy is studying to be an attorney, Mercy will soon finish her de-
gree as a psychologist, and Liri plans to become a medical doctor.  
   Mercy has been attending university for several years, Liri and Lisi began in January of 2005, 
and Judi began in the summer of 2005. They all live in an apartment in Santiago, with Mercy 
being the “house mother”.  Bella Iris, the oldest girl in Monte Cristi, will join the girls in 2006.  
     All of the funds for their tuition, books and supplies, room and board, transportation, and 
medical expenses come from Orphanage Outreach donors.  The budgeted cost for the students is 
$5000 per month.  The average monthly education fund income for 2005 has been just  $350.  
We need your help to keep these young people in college.     
    Please help us by contributing annually or yearly to this education fund.  Fifty individuals, 
families, or churches each contributing $100/month will keep them in school.   

“University Education Fund” 


